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He was, however, in earnest, and when next day we were
introduced into the little or private K'hfiwah, and honourably
treated with coffee and perfumes, he kept us for a full hour
reading and being read to, partly from my own Boulac-printed
volume, and partly from a dateless manuscript belonging to his
highness's library, wherein therapeutic traditions of the Prophet
(proving him, alas ! to have been a very poor medical authority),
old definitions and receipts stolen from second-hand translations
of Galen, and spoilt by the way, were jumbled together, with
Persian names of plants and botany of Upper Egyptian idiom,
till "a Daniel, yea, a Daniel," would have boon puzzled to iind
out the interpretation thereof. Of course we treated the work
with great deference, and tried to engraft on it somehow or
other more authentic explanations; with what success I hardly
know. But at any rate we succeeded in securing a largo share
of the royal confidence, and now, when we4 passed by the* palace
attendants, if white they smiled on xis, if black grinned, till we
felt quite at home.

I^or aftout three weeks matters continued on this amiable
footing. Almost every day came a general or a special invita-
tion to visit the prince, and pass two or three hours of the fore-
noon or night amid the atmosphere of royalty. Nor was his
highness at all reserved. He talked politics, and with nil tin*
insolence of ignorance would scoff at those very powers which
had only a few years before annihilated the empire of his
ancestors, beheaded one of his predecessors, driven another to
years of exile, and shut up his own father in long captivity.
However, Constantinople and Cairo were nothing in 'Abd-Allah'n
sight, and when on one occasion T asked him casually if he had
been to Mecca, "I will go there," answered he, "but on horse-
back;" with an implied meaning that we may perhaps see
realised in our own day. Then followed the wildest plans for
storming 'Oneyzah^ how the walls were to be breached by
cannon, or might better still, seeing that they are of unbaked
brick, be melted down by a gigantic water-engmc; how ho
would cut off Zamil's head, &c. A series of successes over
marauding Bedouins and unwarlike neighbours, had led the
prince to believe the Nejdeans the first army, and himself the
first general, on earth. Yet take it all in all, it was not mere